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THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH

Entrance into the Church 
(Chapter II, nos. 34, 41)
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34. When the door is unlocked, the Bishop invites the people to enter the 
church in these or similar words:

Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving,
his courts with songs of praise.

Then, preceded by the crossbearer, the Bishop and all the others enter the 
church. As the procession enters, the antiphon is sung with Psalm 24 (23):
Mode
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Psalm 24 (23)
1 The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, *
  the world, and those who dwell in it.
2 It is he who set it on the seas; *
  on the rivers he made it firm. R.

3 Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? *
  Who shall stand in his holy place?
4 The clean of hands and pure of heart, †
  whose soul is not set on vain things, *
  who has not sworn deceitful words. R.

5 Blessings from the Lord shall he receive, *
  and right reward from the God who saves him.
6 Such are the people who seek him, *
  who seek the face of the God of Jacob. R.

7 O gates, lift high your heads; †
  grow higher, ancient doors. *
  Let him enter, the king of glory! R.
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8 Who is this king of glory? †
  The Lord, the mighty, the valiant; *
  the Lord, the valiant in war. R.

9 O gates, lift high your heads; †
  grow higher, ancient doors. *
  Let him enter, the king of glory! R.

10 Who is this king of glory? †
  He, the Lord of hosts, *
  he is the king of glory.  R.

Or another appropriate chant may be sung. 

35. The Bishop, without kissing the altar, goes to the chair; the 
concelebrants, Deacons, and ministers go to the places assigned to them 
in the sanctuary. The relics of the Saints are placed in a suitable part of the 
sanctuary between candles. Water is then blessed with the rite described 
below, nos. 48-50.

B. Second Form: The Solemn Entrance

36. If the procession cannot take place or seems inopportune, the faithful 
assemble at the door of the church to be dedicated, where the relics of the 
Saints have been placed privately.

37. Preceded by the crossbearer, the Bishop and the concelebrating Priests, 
the Deacons, and the ministers, each wearing his particular vestments, 
approach the church door, where the people are gathered. The door of 
the church should be closed, and the Bishop, concelebrants, Deacons, and 
ministers should approach it from outside. If this cannot be done and the 
doors of the church remain open, the Bishop with those accompanying him 
goes forth from the church itself.

38. With the pastoral staff and the miter put aside, the Bishop greets the 
people, saying:

May grace and peace be with you all
in the holy Church of God.

Another greeting, taken from approved liturgical books, may also be used. 
The people reply:

And with your spirit.
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