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Psalm 45 (44)
2 My heart overflows with noble words. †
  To the king I address the song I have made, *
  my tongue as nimble as the pen of a scribe. R.

3 You are the most handsome of the sons of men, †
  and graciousness is poured out upon your lips, *
  for God has blessed you forevermore. R.

4 Gird your sword upon your thigh, O mighty one, *
  with your splendor and your majesty.
5 In your majesty ride on triumphant †
  in the cause of truth, meekness, and right. *
  May your right hand show your wondrous deeds. R.

6 Your arrows are sharp—peoples fall beneath you— *
  in the heart of the foes of the king. R.

7 Your throne, O God, shall endure forever. †
  A scepter of justice is the scepter of your kingdom. *
8   Your love is for uprightness; your hatred for evil.  R.

Or another appropriate chant may be sung.

51. During Easter Time, the following antiphon is sung with Psalm 118 (117):
Mode
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Psalm 118 (117)
1 Give praise to the Lord, for he is good; *
  his mercy endures forever.
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16 “The Lord’s right hand is exalted. *
  The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds.” R.

17 I shall not die, I shall live *
  and recount the deeds of the Lord.
18 The Lord has punished me severely, *
  but did not hand me over to death.
21 I will thank you, for you have answered, *
  and you are my savior.  R.

22 The stone that the builders rejected *
  has become the cornerstone.
23 By the Lord has this been done, *
  a marvel in our eyes.
24 This is the day the Lord has made; *
  let us rejoice in it and be glad. R.

25 We beseech you, O Lord, grant salvation; *
  We beseech you, O Lord, grant success.
26 Blest is he who comes *
  in the name of the Lord.

We bless you from the house of the Lord; *
27   the Lord is God, and has given us light. R.

Go forward in procession with branches, *
  as far as the horns of the altar.  R.

Or another appropriate chant may be sung.

52. When the altar has been anointed, the Bishop returns to the chair, sits, 
washes his hands, takes off the gremial, and puts on the chasuble.

The Incensation of the Altar

53. After the rite of anointing, a brazier for burning incense or aromatic 
spices is placed on the altar, or, if desired, a heap of incense mixed with wax 
tapers is made on the altar. The Bishop puts incense into the brazier or he lights 
the heap of incense with a wax taper handed to him by a minister, saying:

Let our prayer rise, O Lord,
like incense in your sight;
and as this house is filled with a pleasing fragrance,
so let your Church be fragrant with the 

aroma of Christ.


