Sample Bishop’s Letter

May be read from the pulpit or inserted into the parish bulletins.
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WORKING ON THE MARGINS




Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

During his visit to Brazil, Pope Francis said, “The measure of the greatness of a society is found in the way it treats those most in need” (World Youth Day, Address, July 25, 2013). With these words, Pope Francis continues to bring our attention back to the poor and our responsibility toward them. The Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) responds directly to this call by addressing the root causes of poverty in the United States. 

Founded in 2004, the group Ex-Prisoners and Prisoners Organizing for Community Advancement (EPOCA) works to change the future for men and women returning to society after incarceration. Since its inception, EPOCA has steadily grown in membership, influence, and vision. Today, it forms a diverse team of 226 members working with thousands of allies every day to win legislative victories that improve the lives of families around the country. 

EPOCA created the campaign “Jobs Not Jails,” which proposes a jobs program for low-income, high-crime neighborhoods, offering residents hope and saving two billion tax dollars that would be spent on new prisons. EPOCA also works to enact policies that offer people a chance to rebuild their homes, finish their education, and gain marketable job skills. CCHD supports EPOCA because it fights for the dignity of every person and implements structural changes that make our communities stronger for the future. 
This collection is the primary source of funding for CCHD’s anti-poverty grants and education programs, like the grant that supports EPOCA. Funding from the collection offers new hope every year to those living in poverty throughout the United States. And remember, 25 percent of the collection’s proceeds stay here in our (arch)diocese to fight poverty in our community and defend the dignity of our neighbors. Help us defend human dignity and show Christ’s charity to those in need.

For more information about the collection for CCHD and the groups it funds, please visit www.povertyusa.org.

God bless you,

Name, title, diocese, and signature of bishop

