Sample Bishop’s Letter

May be read from the pulpit or inserted into the parish bulletins.

Fight Poverty in America.

Defend Human Dignity.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

For over 40 years, the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) has come to the aid of organizations nationwide in an effort to eradicate poverty in America. Just as the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us that “the Church’s love for the poor . . . is a part of her constant tradition” (no. 2444), it is also the tradition of CCHD to love the poor by helping to end the cycle of poverty.  

Do you remember what it feels like to be a middle school student? The students of Dearborn Middle School in the Roxbury neighborhood of Boston face very real struggles every day. They attend classes in a dilapidated building where they struggle to achieve academically. Thanks to generous support from CCHD, the work to change their lives is underway. 

Greater Boston Interfaith, a CCHD grant recipient, is helping parents, teachers, administrators, students, and congregations organize to turn Dearborn Middle School into the state’s first 6-12 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) high school.  By getting involved at the ground level with the support of the superintendent and state treasurer, Greater Boston Interfaith is able to train church leaders in the skills necessary to support the STEM school’s work and ensure its successful implementation. They understand that a strong education is key to breaking the cycle of poverty. 

Through CCHD the Catholic Church is working to continue its tradition of love for the poor. Please help the efforts of CCHD to break the cycle of poverty. Fight poverty in America. Defend human dignity. Support CCHD in the upcoming Collection. And remember, 25% of the Collection’s proceeds stay here in our diocese to fight poverty in our communities and defend the dignity of our neighbors.

For more information about the Collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development and the groups it funds, please visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections. 

God bless you,

Name, title, diocese and signature of bishop
