Driving Policy

Research has shown that among all drivers 65 and older, it is the older drivers who pose the most risk to themselves and to public safety.  The rate of auto accidents begins to rise at age 70, and increases rapidly at age 80.  There are multiple age-related changes which affect our driving ability: loss of visual and auditory acuity, arthritis, higher medication use with its likely side effects, and cognitive changes and the possible onset of dementia, among other processes.  All of these factors increase our response time and decrease our ability to make a quick, accurate judgment in operating an automobile.  Some of us suffer illnesses or medical conditions or take medications that affect our driving ability long before the onset of older age.  Others, thanks to genetics and physical fitness, can safely drive into very old age.  

The ability to drive is a key component to a person’s sense of independence.  It facilitates a member’s continued involvement in ministry, helps him maintain social ties and enables him to access self-care activities from spiritual direction to doctor appointments to entertainment.  

Ideally, a brother will know when it is time for him to discontinue driving for his own safety as well as for the safety of others sharing the road. This has been true in many cases in our Province.  Recognizing the effects of aging on a person's motor skills, some brothers will wisely restrict themselves to driving only when conditions allow them to drive with confidence. (All brothers, regardless of age, are encouraged to adopt such an attitude).  However, the fear of losing one’s mobility or ending a desired activity, coupled with very gradual, almost imperceptible changes in functioning due to aging, can sometimes cloud a person’s judgment.  
So as to insure your safety (and longevity!) and the safety of others, province leadership has been discussing a fair way to determine who may drive in the province.  We have studied the practices of several other religious congregations, and the policies already in place in the Midwest, the Southwest and the Eastern Province of Priests and Brothers. We want our guidelines to incorporate the best aspects of their driving policies, and to base the decision about driving on an objective evaluation.  We have consulted with Christian Brothers, our insurance provider, and will use them in the following manner.

POLICY

A.  For all drivers

The Christian Brothers Services “Voluntary Vehicle and Driver Policy” handbook contains an assessment tool which assigns points to factors which may affect a person’s ability to drive.  These factors include traffic violations in the previous two years, accidents in the previous two years, and health conditions.  Based on the number of points assessed, various recommendations are made to ensure the safety of the driver and others.

An adapted form of this assessment tool, included at the end of this policy, will be used as a starting point for discussing the driving habits of a province member with the local director or the Director of Aging and Health Care.  Extenuating circumstances, the individual’s previous driving record, and any doctor recommendations will be taken into account.  In this way, the number of points a person gets on the assessment will not automatically require him to take a driving test or to give up his driving privileges.

If a member of the province suffers any change in health condition that reduces his perception or motor skills, even temporarily, he is asked to cease driving until it is clear that his physical condition does not impair his driving safety.  Examples would include a stroke, vertigo, falls, fainting, or a broken hip – but are not limited to these.  Once the temporary condition is improved, if the local director feels it is necessary, he may consult with the brother’s physician and/or arrange for the brother to take a road test before resuming driving.

If there is concern about a brother’s vision, the local director may request that he obtain a letter from an eye doctor certifying that his vision is adequate for driving.  Good vision, however, is not the only criteria for safe driving.

B.  Drivers aged 75 and older

While a person’s age is not a primary factor in determining his ability to drive, the effects of normal aging on eyesight, reflexes, and judgment cannot be overlooked.  Therefore, in addition to what is stated above, province members aged 75 and older will undergo a driving evaluation by an independent agency every two years.  The Director of Aging and Health Care will coordinate this process with the local director.  All who are evaluated will receive a letter from the Provincial office containing a written summary of their results; members who are asked to restrict their driving, or to stop driving, will be asked to sign this letter and return it to the Provincial office.

C.  Access to Transportation

The local director of each community should ensure that the provision is made for access to transportation for members no longer able to drive.  This may include helping the brother arrange ride services or gathering a pool of volunteer or paid drivers.  

D.  Non-Driver ID Cards

If a brother surrenders his license, the Department of Motor Vehicles will still issue him a state picture ID card as an official form of identification, signature and age.  All non-driving province members are encouraged to obtain such an ID card.

INDIVIDUAL DRIVING ASSESSMENT

Name:                                   





Date:

Traffic violations in the previous 2 years:


          Points Assigned

· 1 violation (1 pt)






_____

· 2 violations (2 pts)






_____

· 3 violations (4 pts)






_____

Accidents involved in the previous 2 years:

· # of accidents at fault (x 1 pt)




_____

· # of accidents involving bodily injury (x 2 pts)


_____
Health Conditions:

· Diagnosed with Heart Disease (1 pt)

· Diagnosed with High Blood Pressure (1 pt)

· Diagnosed with Diabetes (1 pt)

· Diagnosed with other conditions that may affect


 
driving ability (1 pt each) such as, but



not limited to:  Vision problems





   Problems with reflexes





   Hearing loss



_____




Total Points for Questionnaire =
_____
Points evaluation:

0 - 3 points

Drive Safely!

4 – 5 points

Consider limiting your driving

6+ points

Mandatory driving test

N.B.  If more than a few points are related to health conditions, a note from a doctor stipulating that it is okay for you to drive might be required.  This will depend upon the nature of your health conditions.
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