Philosophy of Responsible Driving

We are women striving for the integrity of responsible decision making and the acceptance of the consequences which result for ourselves, the Congregation, and all others affected by these choices.  This policy for drivers has been developed to implement this philosophy.

IMPLEMENTATION of the PHILOSPHY

Our insurance rates are predicated on the premise that we are striving to be excellent drivers. Today with more cars on the road and increasing litigation, it is essential to enhance awareness of safe driving practices, therefore

1) Each driver obtains and keeps current a valid driver’s license issued by the state where she resides.

2) Each driver complies with traffic laws.

3) Each driver reviews the maintenance manual for her car and follows the prescribed maintenance routine.

4) Each driver retains current insurance information.  A copy should be in the car at all times and the primary driver carries an additional copy.  Each driver follows the procedures to report any accident.  All accidents are reported as soon as possible to the insurnace company, to your Regional Representative/s and to the Office of the Treasurer.

5)  Ordinarily the driver of cars owned/leased by the Congregation is a member of the congregation.
6) Each driver knows and follows the procedures for selling unneeded vehicles.  Each driver follows the proper procedure to replace a car or to rent a car when needed.

7) Each driver will complete a defensive driving course by December 2004 and thereafter as needed.

8) Each driver completes the Evaluating Driver Records Chart.  This chart is completed each fall and after any at-fault accident and a copy is sent to the Regional Representative.

9) Each driver is responsible for reviewing and implementing the enclosed information.

Guidelines Regarding Signs of a Good Time to Stop Driving
Guidelines:  *
1. Swerving over the center line.

2. Having difficulty making turns.

3. Confusing the gas and brake pedals.

4. Missing stop signs or stop lights.

5. Getting lost in familiar places.

6. Decreased physical strength.

7. Decreased ability to turn your head.

8. Impaired vision.

9. Limited hearing.

10. Slowed reaction time due to medication.

11. Inability to concentrate.

* Source:  Mayo Clinic Health Letter

Suggestions to Mitigate Driving Risks

· Recognize driving limitations.

· Limit night driving when possible.

· Travel local roads – avoid freeways and interstates.

· Avoid driving during "rush hours."

· Use familiar routes.

· Drive within posted speed limits at all times – avoid excessively slow speeds.

· Drive with your lights on at all times.

· Take breaks often during long trips.

· Limit miles driven and time spent while driving.

· Use a passenger for the buddy system, if possible.

· Park where backing is not required.

· Make sure vehicles are in top operating condition.

· Use public transportation whenever possible (cabs/buses).

· Use designated drivers.

· Avoid distractions such as use of cell phone, looking at passengers instead of road, excessive conversation, and diverting vision to maps, radio, CD/tape player, food, etc.

· Allow enough travel time so you are not rushing to get there on time.

Name:  __________________________________________   Date:  _______
Evaluating Driver Records
Please complete this chart based on your last three (3) years of driving.  This form will be updated each year and after any at fault accident.  Please send completed form to a member of your Regional Team.  Thank you.

Number of at Fault Accidents

	# of Moving Violations
	
	0
	1
	2
	3

	
	0
	Acceptable
	Acceptable
	Acceptable
	High Risk

	
	1
	Acceptable
	Acceptable
	Moderate Risk
	High Risk

	
	2
	Acceptable
	Moderate Risk
	Moderate Risk
	High Risk

	
	3
	Moderate Risk
	Moderate Risk
	High Risk
	High Risk

	
	4
	High Risk
	High Risk
	High Risk
	High Risk


Moderate Risk: The driver discusses with a member of her Regional Team the conditions for continued driving. 

High Risk:
The driver completes the following steps:

1) The driver discusses with a member of her Regional Team the conditions for continued driving.

2) The driver completes a certified defensive driving course and a road test.

3) A certificate of the tests is sent to a member of her Regional Team.

4) Another discussion is held with a member of the Regional Team regarding the results of the test and the continuation of driving.

5) A decision is made based on the successful completion of the certified defensive driving course and the road test.  If the road test is not completely successfully, the person must discontinue driving immediately.

Note:
Any one DUI case is considered in the "High Risk" category.

Moving Violation
A ticket or citation issued for speeding, failure to stop, etc., and violation while the car is in motion.  It does not include parking tickets.

At Fault Accident
An accident where the fault was assigned to you.

Risk Category

# of Moving Violations
____________
Date defensive driving course 

# of At Fault Accidents
____________
was completed___________________


Equals Risk Category
____________

Individual Driving Assessment

(For Personal Use Only)
Name:  ________________________________________________
Date:  _____________

	
	
	Points Available
	Points Assigned
	Total Points per Category

	Age:
	Under 70
	0
	
	

	
	70  -  75
	1
	
	

	
	75  -  79
	2
	
	

	
	80  +
	3
	_________
	_________

	Traffic Violations in the previous two (2) years.
	

	
	1 violation
	1
	
	

	
	2 violations
	2
	
	

	
	3 violations
	4
	_________
	_________

	Accidents involved in the previous two (2) years.
	
	

	# of accidents @ fault X one point
	
	

	# of accidents involving Bodily Injury X two points:
	_________
	_________

	Health Condition:
	
	
	

	Diagnosed with Heart Disease – 1 point
	
	
	
	

	Diagnosed with High Blood Pressure – 1 point
	
	
	
	

	Diagnosed with Diabetes – 1 point
	
	
	
	

	Diagnosed with Diabetic Retinopathy – 1 point
	
	

	Diagnosed with Macular Degeneration – 1 point
	
	

	Other Health conditions that may affect driving ability – 1 point
	
	_________

	Total Points for Questionnaire  =
	
	
	

	Point Evaluation:
	
	

	
	0-3 points
	Drive safely – Driving is a privilege.
	

	
	4 points
	Do you really need to drive yourself?
	

	
	5 points
	Please consider letting someone else drive you.
	

	
	6+ points
	For everyone's safety, please do not drive!
	



