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Visas
Every time we travel, we have to 
think about the things we need 
for our journey. For their partici-
pation in World Youth Day, many 
countries need a visa to enter 
Panama. In this newsletter, we 
will explain you how to apply for 
it.

Countries that need a 
visa for Panama:

There are two types of visa to enter 
Panama: the Stamped Visa and the 
Authorized Visa. The Stamped Visa 
can be issued by a consul without 
the permission of Panama’s National 
Migration Service and the Security 

Council. The Authorized Visa has to 
be approved by these two authori-
ties. 
Panama’s diplomatic missions have 
already started to issue visas for 
pilgrims, volunteers and other 

participants of World Youth Day. The 
deadline for visa application is 
September 14, 2018.

1. Cameroon
2. Central African Republic
3. Cuba
4. Dominican Republic
5. Ghana
6. Malawi
7. People’s Republic of China

8. Philippines
9. Republic of the Congo
10. Swaziland
11. Togo
12. Venezuela
13. Zimbabwe

Countries that need a 
Stamped Visa:



1. Afghanistan
2. Albania
3. Algeria
4. Azerbaijan
5. Bahrain
6. Bangladesh
7. Benin
8. Burkina Faso
9. Burundi
10. Chad
11. Democratic 
Republic of the Congo

12. Djibouti
13. Egypt
14. Equatorial Guinea
15. Eritrea
16. Ethiopia
17. The Gambia
18. Guinea
19. Guinea-Bissau
20. Haiti
21. India
22. Indonesia
23. Iraq

24. Iran
25. Ivory Coast
26. Jordan
27. Kazakhstan
28. Kosovo
29. Kyrgyzstan
30. Laos
31. Lesotho
32. Lebanon
33. Liberia
34. Libya
35. Mali

36. Mauritania
37. Morocco
38. Mozambique
39. Myanmar
40. Nepal
41. Niger
42. Nigeria
43. North Corea
44. Oman
45. Pakistan
46. Palestine
49. Sierra Leone

50. Syria
51. Somalia
52. Sri Lanka
53. Sudan
54. Suriname
55. Tanzania
56. Tajikistan
57. Tunisia
58. Turkmenistan
61. Yemen
62. Zambia

Countries that need an Authorized Visa

Requirements to enter Panama

Without prejudice to the international 
treaties in force in Panama, foreigners 
must comply with the following require-
ments:  
1. Enter the country by land, sea or air 
through o�cial migration desks.
2. Upon request of the migration authori-
ty, present their passport or travel docu-
ment with a minimum validity of three (3) 
months, as well as a valid visa in case this 
is required. 
3. Answer all questions asked by the 
responsible authorities when entering or 
leaving the country, and having their data 
and biometric entries valid, and their 
luggage and personal documents ready 
to be checked. 
4. Be free of any impediment to enter the 
country.
5. Pilgrims registered in WYD Panama 
2019 are exempt from proving their 
financial solvency, provided that they 
present their WYD voucher when enter-

ing the country.
6. Have the return ticket to their home 
country or country of residence ready 
when the migration authorities request to 
see it.

1. WYD registration voucher (you receive 
it when you complete your registration 
and payment in the registration system).
2. Visa application form.
3. Complete passport (with a minimum 
validity of three months at the moment of 
entering Panama).
4. Confirmed flight itinerary.
5. Photo.
6. Passport copy or copy of resident card 
of the country you live in. 

In case there is no Panamanian Embassy 
or Consulate in your country, you can 
apply for a visa at the Panamanian Diplo-
matic Mission nearest to you by sending 
them a scan of the required documents 
by e-mail, and the original documents 
and your passport by courier in order to 
be stamped.

The visa application has to be lodged by 
one of their parents or a legal guardian, 
presenting a birth certificate and an 
a�davit with the visa applicant’s nota-
rized authorization of the minor pilgrim to 
leave the country, indicating the duration 
of the journey and the person responsible 
for them during their stay in Panama.

Visa requirements

Minor pilgrims



You don’t need a visa if you 
fulfi� the fo�owing require-

ments:
• Visa of the United States of America: 
Every person, regardless of their nationality, who 
has a J-1 multiple entry visa or a visa which is valid 
for five (5) years or more, can enter Panamanian 
territory, provided that the visa still has a minimum 
validity of three (3) months at the moment of 
entering Panama. 
• Visa of Australia and Visa of Canada: 
Every person, regardless of their nationality, who 
has an Australian or Canadian multiple entry visa 
which is valid for five (5) years or more, can enter 
Panamanian territory, provided that the visa still 
has a minimum validity of three (3) months at the 
moment of entering Panama.
• Visa of the United Kingdom, European 
Union and Schengen Area: Every person, regard-
less of their nationality, who has a multiple entry 
visa of these countries or territories, can enter 
Panamanian territory, provided that the visa still 
has a minimum validity of one (1) year at the 
moment of entering Panama.
Important: All of these visas must have been 
used at least once to enter the territory of the 
issuing country (entry stamp), or have to prove 
your legal residence in these countries.

Exemption from visa fee:

By Executive Order No. 312 of June 20, 2018, the Ministry of Public 
Security of the Republic of Panama has declared that the persons 
registered for WYD Panama 2019 will be exempt of the payment 
of ($50 + $10 =) $60 US dollars for Migration and Consular Ser-
vices, provided that they prove payment of their WYD 2019 pack-
age by presenting their WYD voucher.

Restrictions
The National Migration Service can deny 
entry or transit to any foreigner, as well as 
revoke their visa or permission, in the 
following cases: 
1. Existence of an order of a competent 
authority which prohibits you from enter-
ing the country. 
2. Presenting fraudulent or false docu-
ments to the competent authority in order 
to obtain a visa to enter Panamanian 
territory. 
3. Attempt to enter Panamanian territory 
with a document that doesn’t meet the 
requirements defined by current legisla-
tion. 
4. Having a criminal record in your home 
country. 
5. Being a risk or threat to national security 
or the international community. 
6. Su�ering from a disease which is consid-
ered hazardous by the Ministry of Health, or 

coming from a country or region which has 
been declared an epidemiological high-risk 
area by the World Health Organization or 
the Pan American Health Organization.
7. Having been deported or banned from 
Panama, and the order remains in force. 
8. Infringing the present executive order or 
its regulations.  

In conclusion, brothers and sisters, World Youth Day 
is an event which is open to everyone who would 
like to participate, and we hope very much to see 
you all in January 2019. Therefore, we recommend 
you to complete your visa applications in case you 
need a visa, so we can celebrate WYD Panama 
2019 together as one family in Christ. If you have 
any questions regarding visa matters, you can 
contact us by the e-mail address visados@pana-
ma2019.pa


