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Committee on Catholic Education
Committee on Cultural Diversity in the Church

Catholic schools are an aspect of the mission of the 
Church to preach the Gospel and as such are 

important to the future and vitality of the Church in 
the United States.  

 Spread the Gospel

 Educate the Young

 Next Generation
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Catholic Student Percentages

The Annual Statistical Report on Schools, Enrollment and Staffing.  

United States Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools by National Catholic Educational Association

The Catholic 
School Value 

The New 
Evangelization 

Faith Formation

Vocations

Academics

 Core convictions of Catholicism 
 Reclaims the basic truths of the faith
 Develops a Catholic worldview modern 

families can understand and embrace

 A Catholicism fully understood 
 A Christianity fully realized 
 Robust participation in parish life 
 Children in Catholic schools
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Faith Formation

Graduation Rates and 
College Attendance
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McDonald, D. & Schultz, M. M. (2014) The Annual Statistical Report on Schools, Enrollment and Staffing: United States Catholic 
Elementary and Secondary Schools 2013‐2014. Arlington, VA: National Catholic Educational Association

Formation of Future 
Leaders and Teachers
Multiple Forms of 

Governance and Financing 
Partnerships, Benefactions 

and Philanthropy
Outreach to Latino and 

Other Underserved 
Communities



11/20/2014

4

Formation of 
Future Leaders 
and Teachers

Ongoing and 
inspiring solid faith 
formation is essential 
for:

Pastors

Schools boards

Principals 

Teachers

 Multiple governance 
models needed 

 Forming leaders is 
critical to success 

 Parental Choice 
Advocacy 

Partnerships

• Collaboration and 
partnerships within 
the Catholic 
Community 

• Collaboration and 
partnerships within 
the Catholic 
educational 
community 

Latinos are largest School-Age 
Population in the United States
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate, National Catholic Educational Association
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Cultural 
responsiveness is key 
to retaining students 
from underserved 
populations.
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Culturally Responsive 

Priority of Bishop 

Priority of   
Superintendent

Priority of Pastor 
and principal

Importance of 
Relationships

African 
American 

3-4% of Adult 
Catholics

High priority on 
Catholic 
education

Reiterated 
concern for 
vitality of 
Catholic schools

Make 
increase in 
enrollment of 
Latino and 
other 
underserved 
populations a 
priority.

Acknowledge 
demographic 
shift and 
develop a plan 
to reach out to 
underserved 
populations.

1) Encourage 
participation in our 
Catholic schools.  

2) Develop leaders in our 
Catholic schools.  

• Encourage best 
practices. 

• Support efforts that 
enable parents to 
choose.

3) School communities 
welcoming Latinos and other 
underserved communities 

• Develop a plan to reach 
out to underserved 
populations

Thank you for your attention!! 


