
Dear Diocesan Director,

Similar to our country’s poorest and most rural areas, for those in Latin America and the Caribbean 
the barriers to participating in the life of the Church can seem insurmountable. For many, there 
are no catechetical resources or regular celebrations of Mass. Further, the lack of infrastructure and 
difficult terrain pose even greater challenges to sharing and participating in the life of the Church. The 
Collection for the Church in Latin America (CLA) is one way for those of us in the United States to be 
in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in these countries in a prophetic and bold way. Join in sharing 
our faith, and help those in your diocese engage in the important works of CLA.

For example, in northeastern Ecuador, in the Amazon jungle, hundreds of thousands of people live. 
Many of these people are Catholic and have a strong indigenous culture, and most speak only their 
native language, Quechua. The first missionaries arrived to this area many years ago and provided basic 
materials for evangelization. Through the CLA collection, an updated devotional book was produced 
and adapted to the Quechua culture based on feedback provided by the ingenious people. The book 
contains prayers, songs, and basic teachings of the faith. News of the latest edition of these materials was 
spread through radio programs, and over 10,000 devotional books were distributed. The support of your 
diocese made it possible for adolescents, adults, and elders living in the Ecuadorian jungle to deepen their 
faith and grow in love of Christ.

The most important thing you can do to support the collection is to remind pastors and deacons to 
mention it at Mass, especially during their homilies. They can even use the above story to tell people 
how their contributions make a difference. A parish appeal that can be read at Mass, along with other 
resources to promote the collection, including other stories of funded programs, can be found online at 
www.usccb.org/latin-america/collection. 

If you have any questions or need additional materials (or more stories of beneficiaries to share with 
pastors), please contact Nicole Germain, assistant director for promotions, at 202-541-3365 or at 
ngermain@usccb.org. On behalf of those who benefit from the collection, thank you!

Sincerely,

Mary Mencarini Campbell
Executive Director
Office of National Collections
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