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Do not be afraid to be a prophetic 
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social teaching, to bear [on society].
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Iam pleased to present to you this annual report for the 
year ending in December 31, 2014, from the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) on our contin-

ued efforts to support the Church in Africa. The Church in 
Africa is marked with a vibrant spirituality and is a source of 

peace, justice, and reconciliation. However, the people of Africa also 
face many challenges due to poverty, the high incidence of disease, food 
shortages, and migration. The Subcommittee on the Church in Africa 
was formed to provide support to the bishops of Africa, as they provide 
pastoral care to the faithful in their dioceses.

The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa was established as a 
result of the 2001 bishops’ statement A Call to Solidarity with Africa. The 
fund provides a way for Catholics in the United States to stand with the 
Church in Africa through their prayers and donations. Through their 
generosity, the subcommittee has been able to provide equally distrib-
uted grants that fi nance pastoral projects, such as leadership formation, 
evangelization, Catholic schools, and support of vocations. The Church 
is in need of support, as she works through transition in the midst of 
amazing growth. Pope Francis focused in on the needs of the Church in 
Africa when he told Malawi bishops that, as the Church “continues to 
mature, it is imperative that the strong foundations laid by generations 
of faithful missionaries be built upon by local men and women evange-
lizers” (Nov. 6, 2014).

It has been a privilege to serve as chairman of the Subcommittee on the 
Church in Africa and to witness fi rsthand the generosity of Catholics 
in the United States. The solidarity formed and the successes created 
would not be possible without your steadfast support. In this report, you 
will fi nd examples of how donations are being utilized as well as a fi nan-
cial outline of the grants we have been able to give.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Bevin 
Kennedy in the Offi ce of National Collections at 202-541-3365 or at 
bkennedy@usccb.org. Thank you for your continued support. May God 
bless you.

Your devoted brother in Christ,

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick
Archbishop Emeritus of Washington
Chairman, USCCB Subcommittee on the Church in Africa
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In the 2001 statement A Call to Solidarity with Africa, the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops made clear the necessity that the Church 
in the United States stand with the people of Africa. The Catholic bishops 

of the United States wrote in hope and concern: hope, because of the vibrant 
faith, spirituality, and courage of the African people, and concern, because of 
the many challenges faced by Africans, including violence, poverty, and dis-
ease. The bishops recognized the moral obligation of the people in the United 
States to stand with the Church in Africa and support programs that encour-
age integral human development and long-term economic growth.

Pope Francis has called us 
to no longer create divisions 
and barriers based on indif-
ference and fear but to build 
“attitudes based on a cul-
ture of encounter, the only 
culture capable of building a 
better, more just and fra-
ternal world” (Message for 
World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees, Sept. 3, 2014). 
And so, the Subcommittee 
on the Church in Africa 
encourages the culture of 
encounter called for by Pope 
Francis by supporting many 
projects to ensure that all 
feel welcomed and respected 
and are able to build stronger communities of faith. As exemplifi ed below, 
projects supported by the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa encour-
age long-term pastoral care of the people of Africa. 

Angola: Lay Formation for Migrants and Itinerant People
With so many people in Africa on the move, providing pastoral care to meet 
their spiritual needs is often diffi cult. In Angola, this is true for migrant and 
refugee communities as well as people whose livelihoods keep them moving, 
such as fi shermen and truck drivers. Creating fellowship between various 
groups, ethnicities, and tribes is important in order to avoid tribalism, dis-
crimination, and even racism. 
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To address these needs and foster growth in the community, and with a grant 
from the Subcommittee on the Church in Africa, the bishops are providing 
training and formation for lay leaders in every diocese. These leaders attend 
seminars and workshops in order to return to their communities to welcome 
immigrants and help them transition into the local parish communities. 
After attending a seminar, one attendee expressed his gratitude, saying, 
“Thank you for yet another moment of grace.”

Southern Africa: Journalist Peace-Building Workshops
In the face of the many challenges the people in the southern region of 
Africa face, the media is a compelling tool for promoting much-needed 
peace and reconciliation. However, many media outlets openly support 
certain political parties and, therefore, only provide biased information. The 
bishops in this region are working to promote Catholic media as an alterna-
tive source of news that can provide information about the Church’s peace 
and reconciliation initiatives. 

Thanks to a grant from the Subcommittee on the Church in Africa, 
the bishops of Southern Africa have joined together to provide media 
training for journalists already working in the area. Eighteen journalists 
participated in a three-day workshop to learn from experts about how to 
more effectively present peace issues and provide an alternative platform for 
a peace-building agenda.
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Malawi: Strengthening Small Christian Communities
In the spirit of the communities formed in the early Church and recorded 
in the Acts of the Apostles, the Church in Malawi is working to strengthen 
the small Christian communities in all 40 parishes in the Archdiocese of 
Blantyre. These communities support the faith of the people at the grassroots 
level, mirroring the early Christian communities that “devoted themselves to 
the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the breaking of the 
bread and to the prayers” (Acts 2:42). These communities help all members 
grow in faith and empower members of the local Church to actively partici-
pate in its various ministries.

With a grant from the Subcommittee on the Church in Africa, training and 
formation has been provided for priests, religious, catechists, and lay leaders. 
In addition, similar workshops are provided for the small Christian commu-
nity leaders in the eight deaneries of the archdiocese. With this funding, 
there is great hope that the Church in Blantyre will continue to fl ourish and 
grow, becoming a self-sustaining source of faith.

There is great hope and faith to be found in the Church in Africa. It is 
through your generous support that the Subcommittee on the Church in 
Africa has been able to provide support for projects like these that build 
local capacity and strengthen the Church on this continent. 
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2014 DISTRIBUTION OF APPROVED GRANTS

Total Number of Grants Approved: 98  |  Total Amount Approved: $2,525,836

Program Area Grant Count Grant Amount Percentage

•  Leadership Formation 15 $509,115 20%

•  Construction 13 $487,000 19%

•  Communications 17 $351,571 14%

•  Evangelization 11 $293,000 12%

•  Church Capacity Support 19 $245,000 10%

•  Justice and Peace 6 $208,150 8%

•  Catholic Schools 5 $149,000 6%

•  Clergy and Religious Education 5 $105,000 4%

•  Vocations 3 $65,000 3%

•  Youth Ministry 2 $61,000 2%

•  Religious Education 2 $52,000 2%

SOLIDARITY FUND FOR THE CHURCH IN AFRICA
Statement of Revenue, Expenses, and Other Changes in Net Assets 

for the Year Ending in December 31, 2014

Revenue
National Collections Contributions: $2,306,382
Income on Investments:  $277,982
Total Revenue:  $2,584,364

Expenses

•  Grants and Donations $2,525,836  90%
•  Program Costs $148,286  5%
•  Promotions and  
 Fundraising Expenses $89,716  3%
•  Administrative Expenses $55,619  2%
Total Expenses:  $2,819,457 100%

Changes in Net Assets from Operations:   ($235,093)
Non-Operating Activities 
 Unrealized (Loss) Gain on Investments:   ($15,426)
Changes in Net Assets:   ($250,519)

Net Assets at the Beginning of the Year:   $3,149,054
Net Assets at the End of the Year:   $2,898,535

See the complete USCCB fi nancial report at www.usccb.org/about/� nancial-reporting.
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For more information regarding the USCCB’s work with the 
Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa and around the world, 
please visit www.usccb.org/africa or write: 

Of� ce of National Collections
3211 Fourth Street, NE  |  Washington, DC 20017
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