
Dear Diocesan Director,

The gospel message is spreading across Africa, evidenced by how quickly the Church 
is growing throughout the vast continent. People are flocking to join the Church, but 
unfortunately many dioceses do not have enough resources or infrastructure to offer even the 
most basic pastoral ministries. When the parishioners of your diocese support the Solidarity 
Fund for the Church in Africa, they make a real difference in the lives of our brothers and 
sisters who long to grow in their faith.

For example, in Rwanda, the genocide in the 1990s engendered a culture of fear and 
suspicion, which was passed on to the younger generations. Half of primary school students 
in Rwanda are in Catholic schools, providing an opportunity for the Church to help build 
a culture of peace, forgiveness, and love in the wake of such tragedy. Your support of the 
Solidarity Fund helps to train teachers in peace education and provides materials on conflict 
prevention for students. This project forms trainers from all nine dioceses in Rwanda. 
Through your diocese’s generosity hundreds of teachers will be able to reach almost 5,000 
students, teaching them about peacebuilding and the mercy of Christ. 

We need your help to promote this collection and share the stories of those who benefit. 
The most effective way you can help the collection is to encourage pastors to mention 
it at Mass. Resources to promote the collection, including bulletin announcements, 
a sample letter from your bishop, and a social media tool kit, are available online at 
www.usccb.org/africa/collection. 

If you have additional questions, please contact me at 202-541-3365 or at ngermain@usccb.org. 
Thank you for your continued support.

With gratitude,

Nicole Germain
Assistant Director, Promotions
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