
Dear Communications Director/Editor,

Across the African continent the Church is growing at a rapid pace and people are longing 
to grow closer to Christ. But for many dioceses, there are simply not enough local resources to 
train ministers and support all the pastoral needs. The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa 
is one way the parishioners in your diocese can help support the Church in Africa and spread 
the gospel message.

For example, on the eastern coast of Africa, in the country of Mozambique, many young girls 
find themselves trapped in early marriages. Mozambique has one of the highest rates of girls 
married before the age of 18, which has serious consequences for their development and violates 
their human dignity. For these girls, early marriages can lead to abuse and HIV infections, as 
well as difficult pregnancies and premature births. And for those babies born early, it is difficult 
to access pediatric intensive care, putting both mother and child in danger. 

But with support to the Solidarity Fund, your diocese will help to form teams in each of the 12 
dioceses in Mozambique to combat the causes of early marriages. These teams will work together 
to provide pastoral care and outreach and continue to ensure that the dignity and rights of 
women and girls are protected. This issue has deep implications for the life of the Church there.
Please use your publication(s), website, social media channels, or any other outlets to talk about 
these vulnerable girls and all those who benefit from this collection. Free resources, including 
an editable sample letter from your bishop, web ads, and a social media tool kit, are available 
online at www.usccb.org/africa/collection. 

If you have any questions or need more information, please contact me at 202-541-3365 or at 
ngermain@usccb.org. Thank you for your support of the Solidarity Fund.

With gratitude,

Nicole Germain
Assistant Director, Promotions
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