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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Iam pleased to introduce this Summary Report for the year end-
ing in December 31, 2013, from the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) on our continued efforts supporting 

the Church in Africa. Africa faces the economic and social hurdles 
of enormous debt, epidemics, severe poverty, and political unrest. In 

spite of these challenges, the Catholic Church in Africa continues to grow and 
expand at rates not witnessed since the early centuries of Christianity. It is dif-
fi cult, however, to sustain this growth and maintain essential pastoral outreach. 
The Church in Africa needs assistance from Catholics across the globe. To that 
end, we established the USCCB Subcommittee on the Church in Africa and its 
Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa.

The foundation of the USCCB’s Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa 
(SFCA) is Saint  John Paul II’s call to action in Ecclesia in Africa, in which he 
asked for greater support and solidarity with the expanding African Church. In 
2001, the bishops of the United States adopted a statement to stand in solidarity 
with the Church in Africa and the SFCA began its efforts. That call to action, 
to stand in solidarity with our African brothers and sisters is stronger than ever. 
Today, the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa provides grants to fi nance 
pastoral projects including outreach programs, schools, evangelization, and edu-
cation of clergy and lay ministers. Our solidarity is necessary to help the Church 
in Africa be a “light of the world.” 

As Chairman of the Subcommittee on the Church in Africa, I see fi rsthand how 
program and project needs are growing in Africa, and our work could not con-
tinue without the generosity of the Catholic faithful of the United States. This 
report provides examples of current SFCA programs and how we put donations 
to work. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Bevin Kennedy 
in the Offi ce of National Collections at 202-541-3365 or bkennedy@usccb.org. 
Thank you for your support of this collection and for your solidarity with the 
growing Church in Africa. 

Your devoted brother in Christ,

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick
Archbishop Emeritus of Washington
Chairman, USCCB Subcommittee on the Church in Africa 
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In the fi rst year of his pontifi cate, Pope Francis addressed a concern for the family 
across the globe in his Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium. He writes: 
“The family is experiencing a profound cultural crisis, as are all communities and 

social bonds. . . . The weakening of these bonds is particularly serious because the family 
is the fundamental cell of society” (no. 66). In an effort to shore up these bonds and con-
tribute to the support and growth of African families, the Solidarity Fund for the Church 
in Africa supports many projects that benefi t family life, women, and children.

For example, families in Uganda face many social challenges that undermine the devel-
opment of a strong practice of 
their Catholic faith and active 
participation including a rising 
number of single parents, more 
children living on the street, the 
instability of many marriages, and 
domestic violence. 

In order to help combat these 
problems and bring the Christian 
message of hope to families in 
Uganda, the Solidarity Fund for 
the Church in Africa (SFCA) 
funded a series of workshops for 
pastoral workers and parents, chil-
dren, and relatives. These workshops trained pastoral workers who care for the families, 
allowing them to effectively reach out and offer strong Christian formation to families 
and young couples preparing for marriage. 

In Angola, the population continues to rise signifi cantly each year. Angola has become a 
hub of migration, both for neighboring African populations displaced by armed confl ict 
or poverty and for native Angolans moving to urban areas in search of a better life. How-
ever, upon arrival these displaced persons and migrants fi nd themselves on the periphery 
of society, since they are often undocumented and unable to speak the local language. 
Mostly women and children, they face an extreme sense of abandonment and struggle for 
survival. If they are lucky, some fi nd odd jobs selling fruit and vegetables along the edge 
of the street. 

“And so Africa . . . is called to joy.”
Ecclesia in Africa, Saint John Paul II (1995)

In an effort to reach out and bring Christ’s love to these migrants, the Episcopal Com-
mission on Migration of Angola and São Tomé with assistance from the SFCA offers 
pastoral and social care. This grant provides training for lay ministers in 15 dioceses who 
offer help and services to the refugee and migrant populations. 

In addition to supporting programs that strengthen African family life, the SFCA also 
supports numerous programs for faith formation. In many areas of Africa, resources for 
training and formation are not available for young men and women who wish to give 
their lives to the service of Christ as priests or religious. For the Association of Women 
in Religious Institutes of Malawi (AWRIM), a grant from the SFCA funded three work-
shops for sisters from 29 congregations. These workshops offer them the opportunity to 
grow in leadership skills, catechetical training, and the knowledge of canon law, especial-
ly as it relates to women religious. The results of this project benefi t all those served by 
the sisters in the eight dioceses of Malawi. In addition to the immediate tangible benefi ts 
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of increased skills and knowledge, this project also increases the capacity of the Church 
in Africa to be proactive and self-sustaining. 

In Borana, Ethiopia, the people are traditionally nomadic, often living on the fringes of 
society with little or no exposure to Christianity. The Spiritan Fathers have been working 
for the past 40 years in this region. They run a village teaching program and a catechetical 
program for children, as well as seminars and workshops on the faith for youth and adults. 
During 2012, the Spiritans offered two weekend workshops for adults and two separate 
workshops for youth with a grant from the SFCA.

Workshop participants increased their sense of ownership of their faith life and their 
sense of responsibility toward the work of the Church. In the village of Dhadim, a cate-
chist named Fedha spoke of how the pastoral programs changed lives. He said that the 
growth of faith in the youth and their witness to the Church are two of the most visible 
signs of change in his community. The Spiritans opened two new churches, and 182 
parishioners received the Sacrament of Confi rmation. The Spiritans also oversee Sunday 
school teaching programs, which give children a strong foundation in the faith.

These programs have greatly served the people of Africa in their growing faith and in 
living a life with Christ. 

Program Area Grant Count Grant Amount Percentage ($)

Operations 19 $424,223 21%

Communications 12 $289,000 15%

Evangelization 12 $330,000 17%

Justice and Peace 10 $284,500 14%

Leadership Formation 9 $150,422 8%

Construction 6 $159,615 8%

Catholic Schools 4 $117,000 6%

Clergy and Religious Education 5 $107,000 5%

Vocations 2 $51,000 3%

Religious Education 2 $35,000 2%

Youth Ministry 1 $16,000 1%

Total 82 $1,963,760 100%

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS
SOLIDARITY FUND FOR THE CHURCH IN AFRICA

Statement of Revenue, Expenses, and Other Changes in Net Assets 
for the Year Ending in December 31, 2013

Revenue: National Collection Contributions $2,248,023
 Income on Investments $260,123
Total Revenue $2,508,146

Expenses: Grants and Donations $1,963,760
 Promotion and Fundraising Expenses $63,785
 Travel and Meetings $26,844
 Professional and Contract Services $65,005
 Printing and Mailing $1,947
 Other Program and Operating Expenses $2,106
 Interfund Charges (Administrative Expenses) $113,657
Total Expenses  $2,237,104

Fund Transfers $ (53,674)
Changes in Net Assets from Operations $217,368
Non-operating Activities:

Unrealized Gain on Investments $266,657
Changes in Net Assets $484,025
Net Assets at the Beginning of the Year $2,665,028
Net Assets at the End of the Year $3,149,053

See the complete USCCB fi nancial report online at http://www.usccb.org/about/� nancial-reporting/upload/� nancial-statements-2013.pdf.

2013 DISTRIBUTION OF GRANTS
Total Number of Grants Approved: 82  |  Total Amount Approved and Paid Out: $1,963,760
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For more information regarding the USCCB’s work with the 
Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa and around the world, 
please visit www.usccb.org and search “national collections” or write: 

Offi ce of National Collections
3211 Fourth Street, NE  |  Washington, DC 20017
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