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XXIII World Congress of the Apostleship of the Sea 

(Synod Hall, Vatican, November 19-23, 2012) 

 

 

Presentation of the Congress 

 

H.E. Most Rev. Joseph Kalathiparambil 

Secretary of the Pontifical Council 

for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People 

 

 

 

Dear Participants, 

 

The preparations for this Congress began about a year and a half ago when the place that 

would have hosted the work was decided and the theme was chosen in syntony with the 

Synod of Bishops on Evangelization, and in continuity with the last World Congress of the 

Apostleship of the Sea held in Poland in 2007.  Now there is also the fortuitous coincidence 

of the Year of Faith which has just begun. 

 

There were so many things to prepare and details to be taken care of that kept us busy 

until the last moment.  But now that His Eminence Cardinal Vegliò has declared this 

Congress open, we are ready to tackle the work that await us with enthusiasm. 

 

Each day will be dedicated to a specific theme and it will be structured as follows: 

 

A basic conference will open the morning's work and offer the participants elements for 

reflection on the pastoral activity under way and suggestions for stimulating and 

improving our service and, consequently, the life of seafarers, fishers and their families. 

 

A round table will follow aimed at comparing some concrete pastoral experiences 

regarding the day's specific theme, which should suggest working areas and generate a 

discussion with all the delegates. 

 

On Tuesday and Thursday in the afternoon, we will meet in study groups to analyze 

personal experiences, present ideas and projects to be developed, successes and 

difficulties, in order to gather together a series of recommendations and suggestions useful 

for planning the activity in the coming years. 

 

At the center of our work day a Eucharistic celebration is planned.  From this we can take 

the daily strength to offer joyfully to the Lord our work at the service of the people of the 

sea. 
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This evening, at the end of the work sessions, you are all invited to a guided visit of the 

Vatican Museums, which will be open only for us.  This is a unique occasion to admire 

close up some of the masterpieces of great artists like Michelangelo, Raphael and others.  

This will be followed by a dinner in the special framework of the Chiaromonti Gallery 

inside the same Museums.  We are grateful to the Embassy of the Republic of China 

(Taiwan) to the Holy See which has supported this event. 

 

It is important to point out that next Wednesday marks World Fisheries Day, which is 

celebrated around the world every year on November 21st.  For that occasion, and in a 

spirit of solidarity, we join our voice to that of so many fishers' communities to invite the 

International Organizations and Governments to develop regulations that will guarantee a 

dignified, safe and productive work.  Above all, we make a heartfelt appeal for the 2007 

Work in Fishing Convention (No. 188) to be ratified which aims at ensuring safe working 

conditions and social protection. 

 

On Wednesday morning, since we cannot have access to the Synod Hall because of the 

Holy Father's weekly Audience, a meeting will take place at the “Casa tra Noi” Hotel 

which will be decisive in a certain way for the future of the Regions of the Apostleship of 

the Sea.  In fact, the names will be chosen of the Regional Coordinators who will 

contribute to supporting the development of our pastoral care in collaboration with the 

Pontifical Council, the Bishop Promoters and the National Directors.  We wish to express 

as of now our gratitude to the current Coordinators for the work they have done in the 

past five years, and it will be up to you to decide whether or not to renew them. 

 

At the suggestion of some Bishop Promoters, on that same morning a small meeting will 

take place among the Bishops, the Regional Coordinators in office and the National 

Directors in order to deal with some important themes together.  All of the other 

participants, on the other hand, will have a few hours of free time to take a look at this 

wonderful city before the afternoon session when we will meet again here in this hall. 

 

Friday at noon the Holy Father will receive us in a private Audience.  This will be a very 

important and profound spiritual moment.  Ninety years after Pius XI's approval of the 

first Constitutions and blessing of this apostolate, Pope Benedict XVI will reconfirm the 

Church's support for our missionary and evangelizing mission which is essential for the 

people of the sea.  During the Audience we will ask the Holy Father to bless a new image 

of Mary, Stella Maris, which the Taiwanese painter Chen Sheen painted with Asian 

features, and which you have been able to admire in the entrance. 

 

I would like to thank all the speakers personally.  I know that for some of you it was not 

easy to carve out this time slot to be present here. 

 

These will be very intense and busy days.  We ask for everyone's maximum participation 
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and collaboration so that we can improve our understanding of the maritime world's 

problems and deepen reciprocal knowledge.  For this reason, I invite you to dialogue with 

one another, with out any fear of the language differences.  In this way you will build a 

network of friendships that will make you feel less alone when you return to your ports, 

and they will be useful to you in the moments of emergency.  Then you will know that you 

can count on the aid of the chaplain or volunteer you met in this Congress to bring a smile 

and hope to a seafarer in difficulty. 

 

With my best wishes to all for a fruitful meeting! 

 


