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Evangelii Gaudium  
 
. . . eliminate the structural causes of  poverty and 
to promote the integral development of  the poor, 
as well as small daily acts of  solidarity in meeting 
the real needs which we encounter. . . . .  
 
[Solidarity] presumes the creation of  a new mindset 
. . . community and the priority of  the life of  all 
over the appropriation of  goods by a few. (188) 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html


Evangelii Gaudium  

 

The need to resolve the structural causes of  

poverty cannot be delayed, not only for the 

pragmatic reason of  its urgency for the good order 

of  society, but because society needs to be cured 

of  a sickness which is weakening and frustrating it, 

and which can only lead to new crises. (202) 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html


http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/poverty.html  

 Family Size 
Annual 
Income 

Single, Working-age Adult $12,100 

      with One Child $16,000 

Adult Couple $15,600 

        with one child $18,700 

        with two children $23,600 

        with three children $27,400 
    

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/poverty.html
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Slight Progress... 

 

 Poverty rate 14.5 percent... 45.3 million people; first 

decline since 2006 

 

 Hispanic poverty declined two percentage points; 

Hispanic children declined almost four percentage 

points 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/poverty.html  

http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2014/demo/p60-249.pdf 
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Slight Progress... 

 

 Child poverty 19.9 percent... 14.7 million... first 

decrease and lowest rate since 2000  

 

 11.2 percent of  families in poverty... 9.1 million... first 

decrease since 2006 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/poverty.html  
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Still Nowhere near Enough... 

 

 44 percent lived in deep poverty... 20 million people 

 

 34 percent of  the country’s total population lived 

 in or near poverty 



Still Nowhere near Enough... 

 

 45 percent of  children of  single moms live in poverty 

 

 Children are disproportionate share: only 23 percent of  

population, but almost 1/3 of  people in poverty 

 

 For families in poverty, the average income deficit is 

$9,800... that number is increasing... 
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 2.8 million more full-time workers in 2013 

 

 Hispanic poverty declines tied to 3.5 percent increase in 
median income, the only group to see a significant gain 

 

 Unemployment Insurance kept 1.2 million out of  poverty  

 

 Poverty rate for part-time workers increased to 17.5 
percent 
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http://www.census.gov/prod/2013pubs/p60-247.pdf


 Most states did not see a 

significant change in poverty 

 

 New Jersey, New Mexico, and 

Washington  increased 

 

 New Hampshire and Wyoming 

decreased 

 

 

 

 Most metro areas did not change 

 

 St. Louis biggest decrease; Seattle 

biggest increase 

http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2014/acs/acsbr13-01.pdf 
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Povertyusa.org 

 

http://www.povertyusa.org/
http://www.povertyusa.org/the-state-of-poverty/poverty-map-state/


American Fact Finder  

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml


Sign up for Notes for Neighbors for action alerts, more 
resources, and to stay informed. 

 
Thanks! 

 
Tom Mulloy tmulloy@usccb.org  

“The more we strive to secure a common good corresponding to the real needs of  our 

neighbours, the more effectively we love them. Every Christian is called to practise this 

charity, in a manner corresponding to his vocation. . . ” 

 

-Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate 

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001PqSzKNyNow_mx87_2_IoQA
mailto:tmulloy@usccb.org
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20090629_caritas-in-veritate_en.html

