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March 3, 2023 

 

The Honorable Tommy Tuberville     

United States Senate      

142 Russell Senate Office Building    

Washington, DC 20510     

 

The Honorable Greg Steube 

United States House of Representatives 

2457 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Senator Tuberville and Representative Steube, 

 

As chairmen of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Laity, 

Marriage, Family Life and Youth, and Committee on Catholic Education, we write to support 

your legislation, H.R. 734 and S. 613, the Protection of Women and Girls in Sports Act of 2023. 

 

Consistent with the USCCB’s support for this bill in the 117th Congress and the Church’s clear 

teaching on the equality of men and women, we reaffirm that, in education and in sports, we 

must seek to avoid anything that undermines human dignity, including denial of a person’s body 

which is genetically and biologically female or male, or unequal treatment between women and 

men. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 was a needed landmark to establish equal 

educational opportunities for women and girls. H.R. 734 and S. 613 would help ensure the 

continued viability of Title IX. 

 

Equal treatment between women and men has particular relevance in athletics, where male 

competition in activities designated for women and girls can be both unfair and, especially in 

high-contact sports, unsafe. In general, males possess distinct physical advantages in a number of 

sports, and this is already playing out in athletic events worldwide.1 Their stature and strength 

can also pose physical safety concerns in high-contact sports.  

 

These challenges are increasingly common as, sadly, the number of persons experiencing gender 

identity discordance rises steeply, especially among adolescents.2  In response to young people 

who experience gender identity discordance, their right to participate in, or try-out for, student 

athletics on the same terms as their peers should be assured, in co-educational activities, or 

where the sexes are separated, in accord with their biological sex. Harassment or unjust 

discrimination is unequivocally wrong. Conversely, a loving response which affirms the value of 

all persons as fellow human beings helps those who experience gender identity discordance to 

attain peace with their mind and body, rather than facilitating drastic “transitions” in pursuit of 

an identity fully independent of their physical body. 

 

We are encouraged that, in recent years, eighteen states have enacted similar laws to protect 

women’s and girls’ opportunities in sports, and that your legislation garnered significant support  
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last Congress. We appreciate the opportunity to support H.R. 734 and S. 613, and urge your 

respective colleagues to sign on as cosponsors and otherwise support this important measure. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Most Rev. Robert E. Barron  Most Rev. Thomas A. Daly 

Bishop of Winona-Rochester  Bishop of Spokane 

Chairman, Committee on Laity, Marriage,  Chairman, Committee on Catholic 

Family Life and Youth   Education 

 
 

1 See, e.g., Karleigh Webb, “Italy’s Valentina Petrillo takes a powerful step towards Tokyo,” MSN.com (Sep. 18, 2020) (available at 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/sports/more-sports/italys-valentina-petrillo-takes-a-powerful-step-towards-tokyo/ar-BB19b8zM); “Transgender 
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Tucson.com (Dec. 19, 2016) (available at https://tucson.com/sports/local/ 
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