The Importance of U.S. Signature on the Arms Trade Treaty:
Letter from 33 National Organizations

August 19, 2013

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We congratulate your Administration for helping to successfully conclude negotiations for an effective
global Arms Trade Treaty earlier this year. The U.S. decision to join other leading supporters of the ATT
helped overcome the consensus-blocking actions of three states and was critical to securing the
overwhelming support for the treaty at the UN General Assembly on April 2. With the process of
conforming the Treaty text in various languages to be resolved this month, we urge the US government to
emphatically throw its support behind the treaty with your signature at the United Nations in New York in
September.

Your signature would be a powerful step demonstrating the United States” commitment to preventing mass
atrocities and protecting civilians from armed conflict around the globe. We also encourage you to make a

strong, high-profile statement of the Treaty’s value for national and international security and human rights
protection at time of signature.

The development of the Arms Trade Treaty was a historic achievement. Governments joined together and
agreed to a plan that will, if implemented rigorously and universally, put an end to the irresponsible arms
trade that fuels so much suffering in the world. The Arms Trade Treaty is a common sense agreement that
will have positive impacts for US security and civilians living in the midst of armed conflict or unstable
environments. Among other things, the Arms Trade Treaty prohibits arms transfer authorizations to states
if the state “has knowledge at the time of authorization that the arms or items would be used in the
commission of genocide, crimes against humanity, grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 1949,
attacks directed against civilian objects or civilians protected as such, or other war crimes."

We urge you to seize the opportunity to sign as soon as possible in order to build momentum for additional
signatures and rapid entry into force. If the United States clearly signals its intent to be bound by the Treaty,
other countries currently sitting on the fence are more likely to follow.

Your Administration demonstrated leadership by supporting the Treaty through its development. Signing the
Arms Trade Treaty will demonstrate strong US leadership and help create important momentum for the
treaty.

We respectfully encourage you and your Administration to seize this historic opportunity and provide US
signature on the Arms Trade Treaty this September.
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