. Lent

Pope
Martin I

Died 655
Feast Day—April 13

Born in Todi and educated in Rome,
this pious ltalian priest was sent
by Pope Theodore | as nuncio to
Constantinople, where he encoun-
tered the Monothelite heresy claim-
ing Jesus had only a divine will and
was not truly human. When Martin
followed Theodore as pope in 649,
he convened a council that con-
demned this heresy and an imperial
decree supporting it. The emperor’s
legates tried to arrest Martin in ltaly,
and succeeded in 653. The already
sick pope was held in solitary con-
finement in Constantinople, con-
demned for treason and scourged.
Banished to Crimea, he died there
of starvation, and is the last pope
to be venerated as a martyr.
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