American voters support tolerance and freedom
to live by your beliefs

Report on American reactions to Biden Administration policy changes
on new Title IX requirements and forcing doctors, nurses, and
hospitals to perform transgender procedures and abortions.

American voters overwhelmingly support policies that allow everyone to live according to
their beliefs and values, even if you disagree with them. This simple principle underlies
America’s strong opposition to a range of proposed new policy changes that force
individuals and organizations to violate their own rights, beliefs, and judgment to serve
transgender, abortion, and new Title IX initiatives.

This summary of American attitudes is based on a nationally representative on-line
survey with 1,002 registered voters from 6-16 May 2022 conducted by Heart+Mind
Strategies on behalf of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
Hypothetically, a purely random sample of this size would have a margin of error of +/-
3%.

The results of the survey show large majorities of registered voters oppose changes the
Biden Administration has proposed as it relates to requiring or penalizing health care
workers, religious hospitals, and religious organizations to carry out procedures that go
against their conscience, specifically, in the areas of gender transition and abortion.
Significant majorities also oppose Title IX changes that would allow gender identity to be
used instead of biological sex to give open access to locker rooms, restrooms, and
engage in sports.

These factors and others have created an environment where the majority of American
voters (58%) are now feeling the transgender movement has gone too far.

Detailed survey findings are:

e American voters strongly believe that tolerance of other’s beliefs (90%) and the
freedom for Americans to live according to their values and priorities are core to
being American (87% agree). [Chart 1]

o Moreover, First Amendment Rights of free speech and religion are critical to the
nation (82% agree). [Chart 2]

e Six-in-ten (58%) of registered voters feel the transgender movement has gone
too far. [Chart 3]

e The large majority of registered voters oppose changes to Title IX that allow
student gender identity rather than biological sex to determine use of locker
rooms (56%), restrooms (54%), or participation in sports (52%). [Chart 4]

o Majorities believe that health care workers and organizations objecting to
performing transgender procedures because of their beliefs is NOT
discrimination—particularly when treating children under 12 years. [Charts 5 & 6]

e Large majorities of registered voters (60%) believe doctors should not be forced
to or penalized by the government to perform transgender procedures or
abortions that go against a doctor’s conscience. [Charts 7 & 8]
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Overwhelming Support for Tolerance and

HART 1 . . .
C Freedom to Live According to Beliefs
Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree Total Agree
Tolerance means accepting and acknowledging
the rights of other people, even if you disagree
with them. 33% 57% 90%
The freedom to live according to one’s beliefs,
values and priorities is a core part of being an
American. 27% 60% 87%
CHART 2 Protection of free speech and religion are critical to nation
Somewhat Good Very Good Total Good
The First Amendment's protections of free speech
and religion are critical to the wellbeing of our 24% 58% 82%

nation.

CHART 3

Some people think
the transgender
movement has not
gone far enough.
People who want to
deny rights to
people who identify
as transgender are
bigots, and justice
requires us to say
so.

Transgender Movement has “Gone Too Far”

Most Americans believe that people who identify as
transgender should be treated with kindness and respect.
Beyond that...

Not Far
Enough
42%

Too Far
58%

Some people believe
the transgender
movement has gone
too far. Society can’t
be expected to
pretend that males
can be actual women
and females can be
actual men, and
people shouldn’t be
called hateful or
bigots for saying so.
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CHART 4 Opposition to Gender Identity Access to Restrooms, Lockers, Sports
Support = Neither mOppose

Schools must allow students to use LOCKER
ROOMS based on their preferred gender identity 29% 15% 56%
rather than biological sex.

Schools must allow students to use RESTROOMS
based on their preferred gender identity rather than 29% 17% 54%,
biological sex.

Schools must allow students to play competitive
SPORTS for teams based on their preferred 30% 18% 52%
gender identity rather than biological sex.

Declining to Perform Gender Transition Procedures is NOT

CHART 5 s . .
Discrimination—moreso with children under 12 years
= Strongly Agree ~ Somewhat Agree = Neither = Somewhat Disagree = Strongly Disagree
Declining to perform any kind of gender transition
procedure on CHILDREN UNDER 12 years old . 14% 20% 13% 42%
should be considered a type of sex discrimination

55%
_— total Dis;gree .

Declining to perform any kind of gender transition
procedure should be considered a type of sex - 18% 19% 15% 31%
discrimination 6%
U total Dis;gree L

CHART 6
Objection to the Procedure/Treatment
Please read the following statements and select the one
Refusing to that is closest to your own viewpoint. If a doctor would
perform a gender prescribe a
transition transgender patient
procedure is It's always antibiotics for strep
always discrimination throat but would not
discrimination 30% Objection to pe_rf_orm a gender
against the the procedure transition procedure
patient is not for him, that's not
requesting it. discrimination discrimination. It's an
70% objection to the
procedure, not to the
person.
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American Voters Oppose Government Forcing

CHART 7 Individuals or Organizations to Go Against Beliefs

Somewhat Oppose  m Strongly Oppose
The government forcing r.e'ligious INDIVIDUALS tp
P e g o oo lgvs st | 16%
The government forcing religious

ORGANIZATIONS to cover or perform gender o o
transition procedures even if it goes against their 18% 37%

own religious beliefs

Total Oppose

64%

55%

CHART 8 Strong Support for Doctors’ and Religious Hospitals’
Religious Rights

m Strongly Oppose  Somewhat Oppose  Neither Somewhat Support mStrongly Support mTotal Support

If aDOCTOR has a religious belief that God created
human beings male and female, and that we are to
accept our bodies as beautiful gifts from God, that
DOCTOR should not be pressured or penalized by
the government to perform gender transition

10% 16% 17%

44%

procedures. 61%
L total Su;port

I

If a RELIGIOUS HOSPITAL believes that God
created human beings male and female, and that we
are to accept our bodies as beautiful gifts from God,

0 0,
that HOSPITAL should not be pressured or penalized 10% 20% 17%

37%

by the government to perform gender transition

0,
procedures. totalséu/?) port -

If a doctor has a religious belief that human life
begins at conception, that DOCTOR should not be
pressured or penalized by the government to perform
abortions.

10% 17% 17%

43%

60%
L] total Suopport
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