
THE ORDINATION OF PRIESTS

Prayer of Ordination of One Priest
(Chapter II, no. 159)

102 CHAPTER II

The Laying On of Hands and the Prayer of Ordination

157. The elect rises; he goes to the Bishop, who is standing at his chair wear-
ing the miter, and kneels before him.

158. The Bishop lays his hands upon the head of the elect, without saying 
anything.

After the Bishop has laid on hands, all the Priests present, wearing 
stoles, lay hands on the elect, without saying anything.

After the laying on of hands, however, the Priests remain alongside 
the Bishop until the end of the Prayer of Ordination, but in such a way that 
the action may be seen clearly by the faithful.

159. With the elect kneeling before him, the Bishop, putting aside his miter, 
with hands extended, sings or says the Prayer of Ordination:
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Text without music:

Draw near, Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and eternal God,
author of human dignity and bestower of all graces, 
through whom all things progress, 
through whom everything is made firm, 
who, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
in order to form a priestly people, 
establish among them ministers of Christ your Son in 

various orders.

Already in the earlier covenant 
there arose offices instituted by mystical rites: 
so that when you had set Moses and Aaron over 

your people
to govern and sanctify them,
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