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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ORTHODOX-ROMAN CATHOLIC GROUP
ISSUES STATEMENT ON MARRIAGE

WASHINGTON--The Eastern Orthodox-Roman Catholic Consultation
has issued a statement affirming "the sanctity of marriage."

"At a time when the sacred character of married life is
radically threatened by contrary lifestyles, we...feel called by
the Lord to speak from the depth of our common faith and to af-
firm the profound meaning, the 'glory and honor,' of married life
in Christ," the statement says.

"For Christians of both the Orthodox and Roman Catholic
Churches marriage is a sacrament," the statement declares.

"Christ affirmed the oneness and profound significance of marriage.
Christian tradition, following His teaching, has always proclaimed
the sanctity of marriage. It has defined marriage as the
fundamental relationship in which a man and woman, by total sharing
with each other, seek their own growth in holiness and that of
their children, and thus show forth the presence on earth of

God's kingdom."

"Given this vision of reality, Christian tradition recog-
nizes that the total devotion of the married partners implies
as its goal a relationship with God. Tt teaches, moreover,
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that the love which liberates them to seek union with God and
which is the source of santification for them, is made possible
through the presence of the Spirit of God within them."

The statement discusses the sacramental character of
marriage, its quality as an enduring vocation, the redeeming
effect of marital love, and theological clarifications on
Christian marriage.

While noting that pastoral problems remain to be studied
in depth, such as the liturgical celebration of weddings
between Orthodox and Roman Catholic partners and the religious
upbringing of children in such families, members of the
consultation said "we continue to explore these questions out
of a common vision of marriage and with confidence in the
guidance of the Holy Spirit."

The Eastern Orthodox-Roman Catholic Consultation is made
up of churchmen and scholars designated by authorities of the
two Churches to investigate matters of mutual concern. In the
past it has issued joint statements on topics including the
Pastoral Office, on the Principle of Economy, and on Persecution
of the Greek Orthodox Community in Turkey. The co-chairmen of
the Consultation are William Cardinal Baum of Washington and
Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and
South America.

The AgreedIStatement on the Sanctity of Marriage was
issued following the 19th session of the Eastern Orthodox
Consultation held in New York City December 7-8. In the
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absence of Cardinal Baum, Archbishop Rembert Weakland, 0.S.B., of
Milwaukee, helped chair the meeting. Archbishop Weakland is a
special consultant to the Consultation.

Catholic members of the Consultation, all of whom were
present for the meeting, are Father Michael Blecker, 0.S.B.,
St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minn., Father Myles M. Bourke,
Corpus Christi Church, New York City, Father Michael A. Fahey, S.J.,
Concordia University, Montreal, Father Edward J. Rilmarbtif, Seds;
University of Notre Dame, Father Clarence C. Menard, 0.M.I.,
Notre Dame Seminary, New Orleans, and Father Frederick R. McManus,
Vice Provost and Dean of Graduate Studies, Cathblic University
of America. |

The special consultants are Professor Thomas E. Bird,
Department of Slavic Languages, New York, Father Ralph L.
Besendorfer, J.C.D., of the Military Ordinariate in New York,
Father John F. Hotchkin, Director of the Secretariat of the
Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs,
and Father J. Peter Sheehan, Associate Director.

Orthodox members in addition to Archbishop Iakovos are
Dr. George Bebis, Brookline, Mass., the Rev. Dr. Demetrios
Constantelos, Linwood, N.J., Professor John Erickson and
Very Rev. John Meyendorff, both of Vladimir's Seminary,
Tuckahoe, N.Y., Professor Thomas Fitzgerald, Cambridge, Mass.,
Rev. Dmitri Grigorieff, Washington, D.C., Dr. Robert Haddad,
North Hampton, Mass., Rev. Michael Koblosh, SS. Cyril and
Methodius church, Terryville, Conn., Dr. Lewis Patsavos of
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Cambridge, the Very Rev. Paul Schneirla, Brooklyn, N.Y., Rev. Dr.
Theodore Stylianopoulos, Needham Heights, Mass., the Rev. Dr.
N. Michael Vaporis of Needham, Mass. and His Excellency Bishop
Maximos Diakolia, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese.

Following is the text of the statement:
AN AGREED STATEMENT ON THE SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE

INTRODUCTION

At a time when the sacred character of married life is radically threatened by
contrary lifestyles, we the members of the Orthodox-Roman Catholic Consultation
feel called by the Lord to speak from the depth of our common faith and to affirm the
profound meaning, the ""glory and honor, " of married life in Christ.

I. THE SACRAMENTAL CHARACTER OF MARRIAGE

For Christians of both the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches marriage is a
sacrament. Through the prayers and actions of our wedding rites we profess the
presence of Christ in the Spirit and believe that it is the Lord who unites a man and
a woman in a life of mutual love. In this sacred union, husband and wife are called
by Christ not only to live and work together, but also to share their Christian life so
that each with the aid of the other may progress through the Holy Spirit in the life of
holiness and so achieve Christian perfection., Thig relationship between husband and
wife is established and sanctified by the Lord. As a sacred vocation, marriage
mirrors the union of Christ and the Church (Eph 5:23),

Christ affirmed and blessed the oneness and profound significance of marriage.
Christian tradition, following His teaching, has always proclaimed the sanctity of
marriage. It has defined marriage as the fundamental relationship in which a man
and woman, by total sharing with each other, seek their own growth in holiness and
that of their children, and thus show forth the presence on earth of God's kingdom.

II. ENDURING VOCATION

The special character of the human relationship established through marriage has
always been recognized in the Christian tradition. By sanctifying the marital bond,
the Church affirms a permanent commitment to personal union, which is expressed
in the free giving and acceptance of each other by a man and a woman. The sacrament
of marriage serves as an admirable example of the union which exists between God
and the believer. The Old Testament uses marriage to describe the covenant rela-
tionship between God and His people (Hosea). The Letter to the Ephesians sees marriage
as type of the relationship which exists between Christ and His Church (Eph 5:31-35).
Consequently both the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches affirm the permanent
character of Christian marriage: "What God has joined together, let no man put
asunder' (Mt 19:6),

However, the Orthodox Church, out of consideration of the human realities,
permits divorces, after it exhausts all possible efforts to save the marriage, and
tolerates remarriages in order to avoid further human tragedies. The Roman Catholic
Church recognizes the dissolutio1 of sacramental non-consummated marriages either
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through solemn religious profession or by papal dispensation. To resolve the personal
and pastoral issues of failed marriages which have been consummated an inquiry is
often undertaken to uncover whether there exists some initial defect in the marriage -
covenant which would render the marriage invalid.

OI. THE REDEEMING EFFECT OF MARITAL LOVE

A total sharing of a life of love and concern is not possible apart from God. The
limitations of human relationships do not allow for a giving and receiving which ful-
fill the partners. However, in the life of the Church, God gives the possibility of
continual progress in the deepening of human relationships. By opening the eyes of
faith to the vision that these relationships have as their goal, God offers a more
intimate union with Himself, Through the liberating effect of divine love, experienced
through human love, believers are led away from self-centeredness and self-idolatry.
The Gospel indicates the direction that this love must ultimately take: toward intimate

union with the One Who alone can satisfy the fundamental yearning of people for self-
fulfillment.

Given this vision of reality, Christian tradition recognizes that the total devotion
of the married partners implies as its goal a relationship with God. It teaches, more-
over, that the love which liberates them to seek union with God and which is the source
of sanctification for them, is made possible through the presence of the Spirit of God
within them,

Through the love manifested in marriage, an important witness is given to the
world of the love of God in Christ for all people. The partners in Christian marriage
have the task, as witnesses of redemption, to accept as the inner law of their personal
relationship that love which determines the relationship between Christ and the
Church: "Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the Church and gave himself
up for her" (Eph 5:25). Through this love, which liberates believers from selfish
interests and sanctifies their relationships, the Christian husband and wife find the
inspiration in turn to minister in loving service to others.

IV, THEOLOGICAL CLARIFICATIONS ON CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE

In the teaching of the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches a sacramental
marriage requires both the mutual consent of the belicving Christian partners and
God's blessing imparted through the ministry of the Church.

At present there are differences in the concrete ways in which this ministry must
be exercised in order to fulfill the theological and canonical norms for marriage in
our two Churches. There are also differences in the theological interpretation of
this diversity. Thus the Orthodox Church accepts as sacramental only those marriages
sanctified in the liturgical life of the Church by being blessed by an Orthodox priest,
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The Catholic Church accepts as sacramental the marriages which are celebrated
before a Catholic priest or even a deacon, but it also envisions some exceptional
cases in which, by reason of a dispensation or the unavailability of a priest or deacon,
Catholics may enter into a sacramental marriage in the absence of an ordained minister
of the Church,

An examination of the diversities of practice and theology concerning the required
ecclesial context for Christian marriage that have existed in both traditions demonstrates
that the present differences must be considered to pertain more to the level of secondary
theological reflection than to that of dogma. Both Churches have always agreed that the
ecclesial context is constitutive of the Christian sacrament of marriage. Within this
fundamental agreement various possibilities of realization can be considered are pos-
sible as history has shown and no one form of this realization can be considered to be
absolutely normative in all circumstances.

V. PLANS FOR FURTHER STUDY

The members of the Orthodox-Roman Catholic Consultation give thanks to God
for this common faith in the sanctity of marriage which we share in our sister churches.
We recognize however that pastoral problems remain to be studied in depth, such as
the ligurgical celebration of weddings between Orthodox and Roman Catholic partners
and the religious upbringing of children in such families. We continue to explore
these questions out of a common vision of marriage and with confidence in the guidance
of the Holy Spirit.
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